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Primary Resources
2

Systematic Theology in 3 volumes by Charles Hodge

Lectures in Systematic Theology by Henry Thiessen (1949)

Evangelical Dictionary of Theology edited by Walter Elwell (1984)

Christian Theology by Millard Erickson (1985)

Basic Theology by Charles Ryrie (1986)

Integrative Theology in 3 volumes by Gordon Lewis and Bruce Demarest

(1987, 1990, 1994)

The Moody Handbook of Theology by Paul Enns (1989)

Charts of Christian Theology & Doctrine by H. Wayne House (1992)

Dr. Rolland McCune’s “Systematic Theology 1” (1995), “Systematic Theology

2” (1993), and “Systematic Theology 3” (1994) class notes

Systematic Theology in 8 volumes by Lewis Sperry Chafer (1993)

Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem (1994)

A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith by Robert Reymond

(1998)

A Systematic Theology of Biblical Christianity in 3 volumes by Rolland

McCune (2009, 2009, 2010)

“What Saith the Scripture?”: An Introductory Study of Systematic Theology

by Brad Anderson (2011)

“Systematic Theology 1” and “Systematic Theology 2” by Brad Anderson and

Scott Williquette (2017)

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scriptural citations are from the English Standard Version (ESV).

2These primary resources will be referenced by author’s last name. Other resources will be
referenced by title and full name of author of resource.
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Angelology: The Doctrine of Angels

The division of theology called Angelology is literally a word about angels (the Greek

word, angelos, meaning messenger + the Greek word, logos, meaning word). In

studying this division, we are studying what the Bible says about angels, both good and

evil (including Satan and demons).

Angels may be defined as finite, superhuman, spirit beings created by God for the

purpose of glorifying Him and doing His bidding.  Other such definitions include:

● a “heavenly being charged by God with some commission” (Gerhard von Rad,

cited in Enns, p. 287)

● “an angel is a spiritual creature without a body created by God for the service of

christendom and the church” (Martin Luther, cited in Billy Graham, Angels:

God’s Secret Agents, p. x)

● “Angels are created, spiritual beings with moral judgment and high intelligence,

but without physical bodies” (Grudem, p. 397)

● “those spiritual beings which God created higher than man, some of whom have

remained obedient to God and carry out his will, and others of whom disobeyed,

lost their holy condition, and now oppose and hinder his work” (Erickson, p. 434)

Belief regarding angels runs the gamut, from the denial of their existence, on the one

hand (see Acts 23:8), to their adulation, on the other (see Colossians 2:18; cf. Revelation

19:10 and 22:8-9).

As with any other division of theology, angelology can be a tough topic to tackle. As

Erickson (p. 433) says: “When we come to the discussion of angels, we are entering

upon a subject which in some ways is the most unusual and difficult of all theology.”

So, at the risk of rushing in where angels fear to tread … ☺

Part 1: The Creation of Angels

Their Maker

That God is the creator of angels may be seen by:
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Nehemiah 9:6

“You are the Lord, You alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all

their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and You

preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships You.”

The “host” and “host of heaven” spoken of in this verse is likely a reference to angels (cf.

Nehemiah 9:6, Psalm 103:20-21, 148:2, and Luke 2:13).

Colossians 1:16

For by Him [God the Son] all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created

through Him and for Him.

Angels would be among the “in heaven” and “invisible” things Christ created and are

more specifically referred to in Colossians 1:16 with the terms, “thrones,” “dominions,”

“rulers,” and “authorities” (cf. Romans 8:38, 1 Corinthians 15:24, Ephesians 1:21, 3:10,

6:12, Colossians 2:10, 15, and 1 Peter 3:22).

That God is the creator of angels may also be seen by the fact that angels are called “sons

of God” in Job 1:6, 2:1, and 38:7, much like Adam, likewise having been created by God,

is called “the son of God” in Luke 3:38.

The Manner of Their Making

As with God’s creation of the universe (see Genesis 1’s “Let there be … and there was”

and Psalm 33:9), so angels were created by divine fiat, God’s creative command (see

Psalm 148:2 and 5).

The Moment of Their Making

Since God created everything within the six, 24-hour days of the creation week (Genesis

1), angels were created during that period of time. Since, according to Job 38:4-7,

angels were present to praise God when He “laid the foundation of the earth” (verse 4),

it appears that angels were the first thing God created, being created in the opening

moments of Day One of the creation week.

Part 2: The Quantity of Angels

How many angels did God create? Because angels are created and, therefore, finite,

there is a limited number of them.  Scriptures that speak of their number include:
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Deuteronomy 33:2

… ten thousands of holy ones …

Psalm 68:17a

The chariots
3

of God are twice ten thousand, thousands upon thousands …

Daniel 7:10

… a thousand thousands served Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before

Him …

Matthew 26:53

“Do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once send Me more than

twelve legions of angels?”

According to Erickson (p. 440) and Grudem (p. 399), a Roman legion consisted of

3,000-6,000 soldiers, so more than 12 legions would have been more than

36,000-72,000. C. Fred Dickason (Angels: Elect and Evil, p. 85) puts the number as

high at 144,000, since each Roman legion was backed by an equal number of auxiliary

troops.

Hebrews 12:22

… innumerable angels …

Revelation 5:11b

… many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands.

According to some, this verse (see especially the NIV’s rendering) can be understood to

allow for over 200 million angels.

Perhaps the best answer as to the quantity of angels is to suggest that the number is so

great that it is beyond human calculation (Hebrews 12:22’s “innumerable”), with the

various figures given in the above verses being figurative for an exceedingly

extraordinary number.

However many angels God created, the number is fixed. The number cannot increase,

since angels do not procreate (see Matthew 22:30//Mark 12:25), nor can it increase,

since angels do not perish (see Luke 20:36).

3Angels are referred to as “chariots” in 2 Kings 6:17.

286



What Does Scripture Say?: A Study of Systematic Theology Pastor Scott Estell

Part 3: The Constitution of Angels

What is the makeup of the messengers called angels that God has made?

They are Not Physical.

According to Hebrews 1:14, angels are “spirits” (cf. Matthew 8:16, Matthew 12:45//Luke

11:26, and Luke 8:2, where demons, evil angels, are referred to as spirits; cf. also

Ephesians 6:12, where evil angels are not “flesh and blood,” Colossians 1:16, where

angels are considered “invisible,” and compare Luke 10:17’s “demons” with Luke 10:20’s

“the spirits”), suggesting that they are incorporeal or immaterial, beings without bodies

(see Luke 24:39’s “a spirit does not have flesh and bones”), though some make a case for

angels having “spiritual bodies” (see 1 Corinthians 15:44’s concept of a “spiritual

body”).
4

While angels are not physical, they do at times appear in biblical history in human

form
5
, always, or nearly always (if Zechariah 5:9 is referring to angels), as males.

Examples include the angels who appeared to Abraham and Lot in Genesis 18 and 19;

the angel who appeared to Daniel in Daniel 8:15, 9:21, and 10:18; the angels at the

empty tomb in Mark 16:5 and Luke 24:4; and the angels who appeared to the apostles

while Christ ascended in Acts 1:9-11. Such angelophanies explain how “some have

entertained angels unawares” (Hebrews 13:2).

Another question that is debated regarding the nonphysical nature of angels is whether

or not they have wings. While there are places in Scripture that describe angels with

wings (see Exodus 25:20, Isaiah 6:2, Ezekiel 1:6f, and Revelation 4:8) or as flying (see

Isaiah 6:6, Daniel 9:21, and Revelation 14:6), such descriptions are found in symbolic

sections of Scripture (visions, etc.), suggesting that they are figurative descriptions,

perhaps symbolizing the eagerness or swiftness with which angels execute their

God-given orders (C. Fred Dickason, Angels: Elect and Evil, p. 39)

They are Personal.

That angels are persons may be inferred from the fact that they possess the components

that are commonly considered to constitute personhood: mind (thinking), will (doing),

and emotion (feeling).

5What Erickson (p. 439) refers to as “angelophanies.”

4Such as Chafer (2:12) and C. Fred Dickason (Angels: Elect and Evil, p. 34), who contends that
“a body that operates by principles other than ours is not inconceivable.”
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That angels are cognitive beings is seen by 2 Samuel 14:20’s “the wisdom of the angel of

God”; by Ezekiel 28:12’s description of Satan prior to his fall as being “full of wisdom”

(cf. verse 17); by the fact that demons knew who Christ was (see Mark 1:24//Luke 4:34,

Mark 1:34, and Acts 19:15); by Ephesians 3:10’s “the manifold wisdom of God might

now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places;” by James

2:19’s “the demons believe”; and by Revelation 12:12’s the devil “knows.”

That angels are volitional beings is seen by Satan’s fivefold “I will” in Isaiah 14:13-14; by

demons displaying desire in Luke 8:32; and by 2 Timothy 2:26’s “captured by [the devil]

to do his will.”

That angels are emotional beings is seen by Job 38:7’s “the sons of God shouted for joy”;

by James 2:19’s “the demons … shudder”; by 1 Peter 1:12’s “things into which angels

long to look”; and Revelation 12:17’s “the dragon [Satan] became furious.”

They Do Not Procreate.

That angels do not procreate is the clear implication of Matthew 22:30//Mark 12:25.

They Do Not Perish.

That angels do not perish is the clear implication of Luke 20:36.

Part 4: The Capabilities of Angels

Angels, though inferior to God, are superior to humans, both in their position (see

Hebrews 2:7; cf. Psalm 8:5) and in their power. The superhuman power of angels is

declared in 2 Peter 2:11 and displayed in Genesis 19:10-11, Matthew 28:2, Mark 5:3, Acts

12:23, 19:16, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, and Revelation 16:14. Their power is also declared in

Psalm 103:20 (“mighty ones”) and 2 Thessalonians 1:7 (“mighty angels”).

Part 5: The Constraints of Angels

Though angels are called “gods” in Psalm 82:1, they are not divine. Though they are

superior to humans, they are inferior to God.

288



What Does Scripture Say?: A Study of Systematic Theology Pastor Scott Estell

They are Limited in Perception.

Angels are not omniscient, as seen by the fact that they do not know the time of Christ’s

return (see Matthew 24:36//Mark 13:32) and as seen by the fact that there are things

that they are looking to learn (see 1 Peter 1:12).

They are Limited in Presence.

Angels are not omnipresent, as seen by the fact that they move from place to place (see

Job 1:7, 2:2, Daniel 9:21-23, and 1 Peter 5:8).

They are Limited in Power.

Angels are not omnipotent, as seen by the fact that they need God’s permission to act

(see Job 1:12 and 2:6, as well as Matthew 8:31-32//Luke 8:32).

Part 6:  The Corruption of Angels

Since angels were created by God (see above under Part 1: The Creation of Angels), and

because what God creates is incorrupt (see, for example, Ecclesiastes 7:29; cf. Genesis

1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, and 31), angels were created in an incorrupt condition, or one that

might be described as unconfirmed (because yet to be tested) creaturely holiness.

However, at some point between the end of Genesis 1 (verse 31’s “God saw everything

that He had made, and behold, it was very good”) and the start of Genesis 3 (the

temptation and fall of Adam and Eve into sin by Satan), sin entered into the universe

through the fall of some of the angels into sin.
6

The fall of Satan into sin is believed by most to be found in two Old Testament passages,

Isaiah 14:4f and Ezekiel 28:1f, both of which begin by speaking of a human ruler (in

Isaiah 14:4-11, the “king of Babylon,” likely the end-times Antichrist; in Ezekiel 28:1-10,

the “prince of Tyre”), then appear to segue into speaking of the superhuman power

behind each, Satan.

Isaiah 14:12f

Clues that this passage is pointing to Satan include:

6Mark Snoeberger (“Pneumatology and Angelology” class notes, Brighton Bible Institute, Fall
2002, p. 65) is of the persuasion that the fall of Satan took place at the moment he tempted Adam
and Eve.

289



What Does Scripture Say?: A Study of Systematic Theology Pastor Scott Estell

● a fall from heaven (verse 12)

● called “Day Star,” literally a “shining one” (verse 12; “star of the morning,” NASB;

“morning star,” NIV”; “Lucifer,” KJV), consistent with angels being referred to as

“morning stars” in Job 38:7)

● brought down to Sheol/the pit (verse 15) consistent with the ultimate destiny of

Satan (see Revelation 20:1-3, then 20:10)

Ezekiel 28:11f

Clues that this passage is pointing to Satan include:

● at one point perfect (verse 12; cf. verse 15’s “blameless”)

● In Eden, the garden of God (verse 13). This may be referring to the earthly

Garden of Eden, where Satan may have been present even prior to his temptation

of Adam and Eve.  Or, it could be referring to the paradise of Heaven.

● covered with jewels (verse 13), consistent with the dazzling appearance of many

angels in Scripture

● created (verses 13 and 15), implying a direct creation by God, rather than an

indirect creation by God through human procreation

● a cherub (verses 14 and 16), a kind of angel (see below under Part 7: Kinds of

Angels)

Assuming both of these passages to be pointing to Satan, his corruption is mentioned in

both. In Isaiah 14:13-14, with a series of five “I will …” statements. And in Ezekiel 28,

with such statements as “till unrighteousness was found in you” (verse 15) and “you

sinned” (verse 16). What was the sin? As especially seen by Isaiah 14:13-14, it was

seeking to usurp the sovereign supremacy of God, a pride that coveted the place of

preeminence belonging to God (see also Isaiah 14:11 and Ezekiel 28:2, 5-6, and 17; cf.

Genesis 3:5, Matthew 4:9, 2 Thessalonians 2:4, and 1 Timothy 3:6).

As a result, Satan fell from his perfect condition and primo position (Isaiah 14:12’s

“fallen from heaven” and “cut down to the ground”; Isaiah 14:15’s “brought down to

Sheol”; Ezekiel 28:16’s “drove … in disgrace from the mount of God,” NIV and “expelled

… from among the fiery stones,” NIV; see also Isaiah 14:8 and 11 and Ezekiel 28:8; cf.

Luke 10:18). So, he who said “I will ascend to heaven” (Isaiah 14:13) was “fallen from

heaven” (Isaiah 14:12).

Not only did Satan become corrupt, but also other angels (2 Peter 2:4; cf. Jude 6), as

seen by the existence of evil angels, otherwise known as demons. Demons are known as

Satan’s angels (see, for example, Matthew 25:41, Revelation 12:7, and 9), Satan likely

being the one who led them into sin, as well as the one who continues to lead them.

According to Revelation 12:4, it may be that one-third of the angels (referred to in this
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verse as “stars”; cf. Job 38:7, where angels are referred to as stars) sinned and thereby

became Satan’s servants.

As with the fall of man into sin, so with the fall of the demons, it appears that their

unconfirmed (because yet to be tested) creaturely holiness was put to a one-time test,

with the result of the test being confirmation in either holiness or unholiness. Just as

man failed the test, resulting in the entire human race being confirmed in unholiness, so

also some of the angels failed the test, thereby being confirmed in unholiness, while the

angels that passed the test were confirmed in holiness.

Part 7:  Kinds of Angels

As a result of the fall of the devil and his demons and their (permanent) confirmation in

corruption (and the corresponding permanent confirmation of the rest of the angels in

incorruption), there are now two kinds of angels:

Elect Angels

Elect angels (1 Timothy 5:21) are called so because of “their election unto obedient

perseverance in original holiness so as not to participate in Satan’s rebellion” (McCune,

A Systematic Theology, 1:359). They are also called “holy” (see Psalm 89:5 and 7,

Daniel 8:13, Zechariah 14:5, Mark 8:38//Luke 9:26, Acts 10:22, and Revelation 14:10)

because of their confirmed holy character (cf. 2 Corinthians 11:14’s “angel of light”).

They are also called “angels of God” (John 1:51) and “angels in heaven” (Matthew

22:30//Mark 12:25 and Mark 13:32)/”angels of heaven” (Matthew 24:36)/”angel from

heaven” (Galatians 1:8).

Michael

A named elect angel directly designated as “archangel” is the angel, Michael (Jude 9; cf.

Daniel 10, where Michael is also designated as “one of the chief princes” in verse 13 and

“prince” in verse 21, as well as Daniel 12:1, where he is called “great prince”; cf. also

Revelation 12:7, where Michael is over other angels). There is some question as to

whether he is the only archangel or one of several to be included in this
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category/classification.
7

Michael appears to be Israel’s guardian angel (see especially

Daniel 10:21 and 12:1).

Gabriel

Another (besides Michael) elect angel mentioned by name in Scripture is Gabriel. In

keeping with the meaning of the name, angel, which is messenger, Gabriel appears to be

God’s main messenger, especially in regards to messages pertaining to the Israeli

theocracy/kingdom. As such we find him interpreting messages for Daniel (in Daniel

8:15f and 9:20f; cf. Daniel 7:16f and 10:10f) and delivering messages to Zechariah,

father of John the Baptist (in Luke 1:11f), and to Mary, announcing the conception of the

Messiah in her womb (in Luke 1:26f).

Cherubim

One category/classification of elect angels is the cherubim, cherubim being the plural of

cherub.
8

According to C. Fred Dickason (Angels: Elect and Evil, p. 63), cherubim are

“proclaimers and protectors of God’s glorious presence, His sovereignty, and His

holiness.” In Scripture, we find them guarding the entrance to the Garden of Eden after

the expulsion of Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:24), being seen by Ezekiel (in Ezekiel 1 and

10; the end of chapter 10 indicates that he saw cherubim in chapter 1), and located, in

the form of golden images, on the lid, or mercy seat, of the ark of the covenant in the

inner sanctum/holy of holies of the Old Testament tabernacle, and later temple (Exodus

25:17-22 and Hebrews 9:5; cf. Numbers 7:89, 1 Samuel 4:4, 2 Kings 19:15, Psalm 80:1,

and 99:1).

Seraphim

Another category/classification of elect angels is the seraphim, seraphim being the

plural of seraph, literally meaning a “burning one,” indicative of their “consuming

8According to Ezekiel 28:14 and 16, Satan was created a cherub.

7A case could be made for including Satan in this category, based on 1) his being called an
“anointed guardian cherub” in Ezekiel 28:14 (cf. verse 16’s “guardian cherub”); 2) Jude 8-9; and
3) Revelation 12:7f. While a case could perhaps be made for including Gabriel in this category,
Daniel 10:11f seems to preclude it. Perhaps a case could also be made for including the apparent
territorial angels mentioned in Daniel 10: “the prince of the kingdom of Persia” (verse 13)/”the
kings of Persia” (verse 13)/”the prince of Persia” (verse 20) and “the prince of Greece” (verse
20), as Michael is referred to as “one of the chief princes” in Daniel 10:13. If Michael is the only
archangel, then he is the one referred to in 1 Thessalonians 4:16’s “voice of an archangel.”
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devotion to God” (C. Fred Dickason, Angels: Elect and Evil, p. 65). According to Mark

Snoeberger (“Pneumatology and Angelology” class notes, Brighton Bible Institute, Fall

2002, p. 62) they protect and proclaim God’s holiness. Their only explicit appearance in

Scripture, in Isaiah 6, finds them doing just this.
9

Other Possible Categories/Classifications of Angels

While angels are called by such names as “thrones,” “dominions,” “rulers,” and

“authorities” in Scripture (see Romans 8:38, 1 Corinthians 15:24, Ephesians 1:21, 3:10,

6:12, Colossians 1:16, 2:10, 15, and 1 Peter 3:22), and while such names may be

indicative of various ranks of angels, any such attempt to so rank them is purely

subjective and speculative.

Evil Angels

Evil angels include the devil and his demons. In the New Testament, the devil is

referred to as “the evil one” (Matthew 6:13 in the NIV, 13:19, 38, John 17:15, Ephesians

6:16, 2 Thessalonians 3:3, 1 John 2:13-14, 3:12, and 5:18-19), while demons are referred

to as “evil spirits” (Luke 7:21 and 8:2; cf. Luke 11:26) and “unclean spirits” (Matthew

10:1, Mark 1:23, 9:25, and Luke 11:24).

Part 8: The Conduct of Angels

The Conduct of Elect Angels

The activity of good angels in the past has been visible and miraculous, and will be so in

the future, while their activity in the present is invisible and providential. This is in

keeping with the present age not being a time of divine communication and divine

confirmation of such communication through miracles.
10

10“When the period of God’s special revelation closed, the extraordinary service of the angels
ceased, to be resumed only at the return of the Lord” (Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p.
148).

9A possible second appearance of seraphim in Scripture, albeit an implicit one (based on
similarities with Isaiah 6), is in Revelation 4. Some view the “living creatures” (verses 6f) of
this chapter as being other than seraphim, possibly cherubim or some other
category/classification of angel altogether (cf. the angels of Ezekiel 1 also being referred to as
“living creatures,” but later, at the end of chapter 10, also being spoken of as cherubim).
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The activity of good angels (to be referred to as simply angels in the rest of this section)

can be categorized in relation to various individuals and groups: in relation to God the

Father, in relation to God the Son, in relation to God’s people, and in relation to the

godless.

In relation God the Father

In relation to God the Father, angels magnify Him, minister for Him, and are His

messengers.

Magnify Him

C. Fred Dickason (Angels: Elect and Evil, p. 90) is certainly correct when he suggests

that this is the primary activity of angels. Angels are directed to do so in Psalm 29:1-2,

130:20-21, and 148:2 and do so in Job 38:7, Isaiah 6:2-3, Luke 2:13-14, Revelation

4:6-8, 5:11-12, and 7:11-12.

Minister for Him

In Psalm 103:20-21, angels are those “who do His word, obeying the voice of His word”

and are called “His ministers, who do His will.” Hebrews 1:7 also refers to them as “His

ministers.” In Revelation 22:9, the angel who revealed the contents of the book of

Revelation to the Apostle John refers to himself as “a fellow servant” of John, the

implication being that both are servants of God. Passages such as Job 1:6 and 2:1 imply

that angels regularly report to God to receive their assignments (cf. Psalm 89:5’s

“assembly of the holy ones” and Psalm 89:7’s “council of the holy ones”).

Two of the primary ways in which angels minister for God the Father are by delivering

revelation (see next point) and by delivering retribution (see Genesis 19:13, Exodus

12:23, Psalm 78:49, Matthew 13:41-42 and 49-50, Acts 12:23, 1 Corinthians 10:10, 2

Thessalonians 1:7-8, Hebrews 11:28, Jude 14-15, Revelation 7:1-3, 8:6f, 14:17-20, and

16:1f).

Messengers for Him

In keeping with the meaning of both the primary Old Testament Hebrew (malak) and

New Testament Greek (angelos) words for angel, an angel is a messenger. Instances of

angels delivering messages from God include:

● Angels delivering the Law to Moses (Acts 7:38, 53, Galatians 3:19, and Hebrews

2:2)
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● The angel, Gabriel delivering a message to Zechariah that his previously-barren

wife, Elizabeth would conceive a child, who would be John the Baptist (Luke

1:11-20)

● The angel, Gabriel delivering a message to Mary that she would conceive the

Christ child (Luke 1:26-38)

● An angel delivering a message to Joseph that Mary’s pregnancy was a

supernatural work of God the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20-21)

● An angel delivering a message to the shepherds that Christ had been born (Luke

2:9-12)

● An angel delivering a message to Joseph, directing him to take his family from

Israel to Egypt (Matthew 2:13), then a subsequent message, directing him to

return to Israel (Matthew 2:19-20)

● Two angels
11

delivering the message to the women at the empty tomb that Christ

had risen from the dead (Matthew 28:2-7//Mark 16:5-7//Luke 24:4-7; cf. John

20:12-13)

● Two angels delivering a message to the apostles that the ascended Jesus would

one day return in like manner (Acts 1:10-11)

● An angel delivering a message of direction to Philip the evangelist (Acts 8:26),

leading to the evangelization of the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:27f)

● An angel delivering a message to Cornelius, instructing him to summon the

Apostle Peter (Acts 10:3-6; cf. Acts 10:22 and 11:13)

● An angel delivering a message of assurance to the Apostle Paul on his voyage to

Rome that he and all on the ship with him would survive the voyage (Acts

27:23-24)

● An angel delivering the content of the book of Revelation to the Apostle John

(Revelation 1:1 and 22:6)

In Relation to God the Son

Angels played a prominent role in Christ’s first advent and will do so again in His

second.

In relation to His first advent, angels:

● Announced His conception (Luke 1:26-38 and Matthew 1:20-21)

● Announced His birth (Luke 2:9-12)

11According to Matthew and Mark, there was one angel, while according to Luke and John, there
were two. How do we reconcile? By affirming there were two, but that one was the spokesman
for the two.

295



What Does Scripture Say?: A Study of Systematic Theology Pastor Scott Estell

● Directed His earthly father, Joseph to take their family to Egypt, out of harm’s

and Herod’s way (Matthew 2:13)

● Ministered to Him during (Mark 1:13) and after (Matthew 4:11) His temptation

by Satan, with the first likely including encouragement, the second nourishment

(cf. 1 Kings 19:5-8)

● Ministered to Him in the Garden of Gethsemane the night before He was

crucified, strengthening Him while He was praying about what He would be

facing (Luke 22:43)

● Stood ready to deliver Him from those who arrested Him (Matthew 26:53)

● Rolled the stone away from His cave tomb (Matthew 28:2), not to allow Jesus to

exit it, but to allow others to enter it

● Announced His rising from the dead (Matthew 28:2-7//Mark 16:5-7//Luke

24:4-7)

● Announced His second advent (Acts 1:10-11)

In relation to His second advent, angels will:

● Announce, with a trumpet blast (1 Thessalonians 4:16), His coming for the

church at the Rapture, just prior to the 7-year Tribulation

● Accompany Him at His coming with the church, at the end of the 7-year

Tribulation (Matthew 16:27, 25:31, 2 Thessalonians 1:7, and Jude 14), including

executing God’s judgment upon unbelievers (2 Thessalonians 1:7-8 and Jude

14-15) and gathering His elect people, Israel back to the land of Israel in

preparation for the Millennial Kingdom (Matthew 24:31)

In Relation to God’s People

In relation to God’s people, the conduct of angels includes serving them and observing

them.

Serving

According to Hebrews 1:14, angels are “ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake

of those who are to inherit salvation.” In Scripture, ways in which angels served God’s

people included preserving them, protecting them, providing for them, and being

present with them.
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By Preserving

An instance of this in Scripture is when, in 1 Kings 19:1-8, an angel of the Lord
12

preserved the life of Elijah

with food and water when Elijah was running for his life from Queen Jezebel of Israel after he had

defeated the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel.

By Protecting

Ways in which angels protected God’s people in Scripture included defending them from danger and

delivering them from danger.

Defending From Danger

In keeping with the words of Psalm 34:7 and 91:11, God sent an angelic army to defend Elisha from the

Syrian army (see 2 Kings 6:8f, especially verse 17).
13

Delivering From Danger

Instances in Scripture of angels delivering God’s people from danger included the deliverance of Lot and

his family from the men of Sodom in Genesis 19 (see especially verses 10-11) and from Sodom itself (see

especially verse 16); the deliverance of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from a burning fiery furnace in

Daniel 3 (see especially verses 25 and 28); the deliverance of Daniel from a den of lions in Daniel 6 (see

especially verse 22)
14

; the deliverance of the apostles from prison in Acts 5:18-19; and the deliverance of

Peter from prison in Acts 12:6-11.

What About “Guardian Angels”?

Based on the words of Daniel, in Daniel 6:22; the words of Christ, in Matthew 18:10; and the words of

those who had been praying for Peter, in Acts 12:15
15

, some have taught that each and every believer has

been assigned an individual “guardian angel.” While such a concept is not clear in Scripture, what is

clear is that all the angels as a whole have been assigned to minister to all believers as a whole (Hebrews

1:14)
16

, and it appears from Scripture that such ministry includes protection of believers, though such

16Grudem (p. 400) writes in this regard: “To use an athletic analogy, the angels may be playing
‘zone’ rather than ‘man-on-man’ defense.”

15According to Erickson (p. 445), the reply of those who had been praying for Peter, in Acts
12:15, “reflects the Jewish tradition that a guardian angel resembles the person to whom he is
assigned.”

14It may be that both the deliverance of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, as well as the
deliverance of Daniel, was not the work of an angel per se, but the work of the angel of the Lord
in particular, a Christophany, or pre-incarnate appearance of Christ in the Old Testament.
.

13For modern reports of such angelic protection, see pages 3 and 168-169 of Billy Graham’s
Angels: God’s Secret Agents.

12It may be that this provision of food and water for Elijah was not the work of an angel per se,
but the work of the angel of the Lord in particular, a Christophany, or pre-incarnate appearance
of Christ in the Old Testament.
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protection today would be unseen and providential, rather than visible and miraculous.

By Providing

In Scripture, a few of the things angels provided for God’s people included direction and perception.

Direction

Such direction was both providential, as in the case of Abraham’s servant (see Genesis 24:7 and 40), and

miraculous, as in the case of Philip (see Acts 8:26).  Such direction today would be providential.

Perception

There are a few examples in the Old Testament where an angel was sent to give the interpretation of a

vision. One example is Gabriel doing so for Daniel, in Daniel 7:15f, 8:15f (see especially verse 16), 9:21f

(see especially verse 22), and 10:10f (see especially verses 11 and 14). Another example is an angel doing

so for Zechariah, in Zechariah 1:7f (see especially verse 9), 1:18f (see especially verses 19 and 21), 4:1f (see

especially verses 4-7), 5:1f (see especially verses 3-4), 5:5f (see especially verses 6, 8, and 10-11), and 6:1f

(see especially verses 4-6).

By Being Present With

In Life

One of the most tantalizing texts in all of Scripture is Hebrews 13:2’s “Do not neglect to show hospitality

to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” This statement seems to suggest an

imperceptible presence of angels with God’s people, if only on rare occasions (for one Old Testament

example, see Genesis 18:1f). Though we are not aware when they are there, it is still comforting to know

that they are there.

In Death

Another such tantalizing text is Luke 16:22, in which Christ speaks of the angels escorting the spirit of

Lazarus at death into the arms of Abraham in Heaven. This statement seems to suggest that all believers

will be blessed by such a presence at death.

Observing

Another set of tantalizing texts pertaining to angels are those that suggest that they are

beholding believers. Such texts include 1 Corinthians 4:9’s “a spectacle to the world, to

angels, and to men”; 11:10’s highly enigmatic “because of the angels”; Ephesians 3:10; 1

Timothy 5:21’s “In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels”; and

1 Peter 1:12’s “things in which the angels long to look.”

In Relation to the Godless

Godless People
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As has been previously pointed out (under the conduct of angels in relation to God the

Father in ministering for Him), angels are often the executors of God’s retributive

justice.

In the Past

In the past, angels executed God’s judgment by:

● The two angels that released God’s wrath upon Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:13)

● The angels that released God’s wrath in the plagues upon Egypt (Psalm 78:49), including the

death angel that killed the Egyptian firstborn in the tenth plague (Exodus 12:23)

● The angel that struck Herod Agrippa I with a deadly disease (Acts 12:23)

To these could be added instances where the angel of the Lord, the appearance of the preincarnate Christ

in the Old Testament, executed God’s judgment:

● By slaying 70,000 Israelites as judgment for David’s sin of numbering the people (2 Samuel

24:16//1 Chronicles 21:12f)

● By slaying 185,000 Assyrian soldiers as they threatened Jerusalem (2 Kings 19:35//Isaiah 37:36)

In the Future

In the future, angels will execute God’s judgment by:

● Unleashing God’s judgment during the Tribulation (Revelation 7:1-3 and 14:17-20), including the

seven trumpet judgments (Revelation 8:6f) and the seven bowl judgments (Revelation 16:1f)

● Executing God’s judgment upon unbelievers at the end of the 7-year Tribulation (2 Thessalonians

1:7-8 and  Jude 14-15)

● Executing God’s judgment upon unbelievers at the end of Christ’s Millennial Kingdom (Matthew

13:41-42 and 49-50)

There are also numerous places in the book of Revelation where angels are seen announcing, not just

executing, God’s end times judgment.

Godless Angels

In relation to evil angels, elect angels fight against them, having done so in the past (see

Daniel 10:13 and 20-21), presumably continuing to do so in the present, and will do so

in the future (see Revelation 12:7f).

The Conduct of Evil Angels

The conduct of evil angels includes the deeds of the devil and the deeds of demons.

The Deeds of the Devil
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The activity of the devil can be categorized in relation to various individuals and groups:

in relation to God the Father, in relation to God the Son, in relation to God’s people, and

in relation to the godless.

In Relation to God the Father

In relation to God the Father, the devil seeks to supplant Him and slanders Him.

Seeks to Supplant

As seen by his fall into sin, the devil has sought to supplant God from the very beginning of his existence

as the devil (see Isaiah 14:13-14). This same spirit will be seen by the devil’s activation (2 Thessalonians

2:9) of the end times Antichrist to do the same (see 2 Thessalonians 2:4). This sin of seeking to supplant

God was rightly rebuked by God the Son (see Matthew 4:9-10//Luke 4:7-8).

Slanders

In living down to his name, devil, which means slanderer or accuser, the devil is seen slandering God early

on, by insinuating that God was not being good to man by prohibiting him from being able to eat from

every tree in the Garden of Eden (see Genesis 3:2) and by prohibiting him from being able to eat from the

tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the Garden (see Genesis 3:5), as well as by essentially saying that

God was a liar when he told Adam and Eve that they would not die if they disobeyed God’s decree not to

eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 3:4; cf. Genesis 2:17). Of course, in accusing

God of being a liar the devil was demonstrating that he was (see John 8:44).

In Relation to God the Son

In relation to God the Son, the devil attempted to get Jesus to sin and activated Judas

Iscariot to get Jesus to suffer (likely a final effort by the devil to get Jesus to sin).

Attempted to Get Jesus to Sin

Before Jesus’ ministry began, the devil tempted Him to sin (see Matthew 4:1-11//Mark 1:12-13//Luke

4:1-13), with the three temptations being roughly analogous to the three categories mentioned in 1 John

2:16: “the desires of the flesh” (Matthew 4:3-4//Luke 4:3-4); “the desires of the eyes” (Matthew

4:8-10//Luke 4:5-8); and “pride of life” (Matthew 4:5-7//Luke 4:9-12). This activity of the devil was in

keeping with his being “the tempter” (Matthew 4:3).

Activated Judas Iscariot to Get Jesus to Suffer

Luke 4:13 says that, following the devil’s initial temptation of Jesus, the devil “departed from [Jesus] until

an opportune time,” implying that there would be more such enticements to sin in the future. The final

such enticement was perhaps the attempt to get Jesus to sin, either by getting Jesus to decide to bring His

suffering for sin to a cease (perhaps by calling for angelic deliverance, Matthew 26:53) or by getting Jesus

to curse His Father for such suffering (much like the devil tried to get Job to do–see Job 1:11-12 and 2:5-7;

cf. Job 1:22 and 2:9-10) Perhaps this is why an angel strengthened Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane

(Luke 22:43) the night before He was crucified, just as angels ministered to Jesus during His initial
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temptation by the devil (Mark 1:13), in both cases to encourage Jesus not to give in to such enticements to

sin.

If the devil thought he was going to yet get Jesus to sin by getting Jesus to bring His suffering for sin to a

cease or by getting Jesus to curse His Father for His suffering, the devil would have been intent on getting

Jesus to suffer. Accordingly, the devil activated Judas Iscariot to betray Jesus, as seen by Luke 22:3-4,

John 13:2, and 27 (cf. John 6:70), leading to Jesus’ suffering for sin. See also Genesis 3:15’s “you [the

serpent/the devil] shall bruise [the woman’s offspring/Jesus’] heel.”

In Relation to God’s People

In living down to his name, Satan, meaning resister, adversary, or opponent, the devil

resists (see 1 Thessalonians 2:18) and opposes God’s people as their adversary (see 1

Timothy 5:14 and 1 Peter 5:8). Ways in which he does so includes tempting them,

tricking them, telling on them, and attacking them.

Tempts

Just as the devil tried to get God the Son to sin, so, as “the tempter” (1 Thessalonians 3:5), he tries to get

God’s saints to sin (see 1 Chronicles 21:1, Acts 5:3, and 1 Corinthians 7:5), as he did at the beginning of

human history by his successful enticement of Adam and Eve into sin, with the three temptations being

roughly analogous to the three categories mentioned in 1 John 2:16: “the desires of the flesh” (Genesis

3:6’s “saw that the tree was good for food”); “the desires of the eyes” (Genesis 3:6’s “and that it was a

delight to the eyes”); and “pride of life” (Genesis 3:6’s “and that the tree was to be desired to make one

wise”).

Tricks

A reason why the devil is so often successful in getting God’s people to sin is because when he tempts, he

also tricks (see Genesis 3:1), as he did when getting the first humans to sin by using deception (see

Genesis 3:13; cf. 2 Corinthians 11:3). He has a bag of tricks (see 2 Corinthians 2:11’s “designs” and

Ephesians 6:11’s “schemes”).  One of the ways he deceives is by disguising (2 Corinthians 11:14).

Tells On

In keeping with his name, the devil (meaning slanderer or accuser) slanders or accuses God’s people (see

Job 1:9-10, Zechariah 3:1, 1 Timothy 5:14, and Revelation 12:10), particularly in relation to their sin.

Praise God, none of his accusations stick (Romans 8:33) because the saved have an Advocate (1 John 2:1;

cf. Zechariah 3:1-5).

Attacks

Because the devil is a destroyer (so the meaning of his names, Abaddon and Apollyon, in Revelation 9:11),

being likened in Scripture to a lion (1 Peter 5:8) and a dragon (Revelation 12:9 and 20:2; cf. Revelation

12:3, 7, 13, 16, 17, and 13:2), he seeks to destroy, particularly God’s people, physically (see Job 1:12f, 2:6-7,

1 Corinthians 5:5 [cf. 1 Timothy 1:20], Revelation 2:10, and 12:17) and especially spiritually (see Luke

22:31, Ephesians 6:16, and 1 Peter 5:8).
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In Relation to the Godless

Godless People

In relation to godless people, the devil dominates them, deprives them, darkens them, deceives them, and

destroys them.

Dominates

The devil dominates the unbelieving by virtue of being their spiritual prince (see John 12:31’s, 14:3o’s, and

16:11’s “ruler of this world” and 2 Corinthians 4:4’s “god of this world”; cf. Matthew 4:8-9//Luke 4:5-6)

and by spiritually imprisoning them in sin and its effects (see Luke 13:16, Acts 26:18, 2 Timothy 2:26,

Hebrews 2:14-15, and 1 John 5:19).

Deprives

In the parable of the sower (Matthew 13:3f//Mark 4:2f//Luke 8:4f), the devil is the one who snatches

away the seed of God’s Word from the soil of some unbeliever’s hearts to deprive them of the opportunity

to be saved (Matthew 13:19//Mark 4:15//Luke 8:12).

Darkens

According to 2 Corinthians 4:4, the devil, as the “god of this world,” “has blinded the minds of the

unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of

God.”

Deceives

While the devil seeks to deceive believers (see above under “Tricks” in relation to the devil’s conduct in

relation to God’s people), he succeeds in deceiving unbelievers, especially doing so in the eschaton/end

times (see 2 Thessalonians 2:10, Revelation 12:9, 20:3, 8, and 10; cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:9, where the

devil’s deception is by his activation of the Antichrist’s miraculous acts; cf. also the several times the devil

is described as a serpent in the book of Revelation, in 12:9, 14, 15, and 20:2).

Destroys

While the devil seeks to destroy believers (see above under “Attacks” in relation to the devil’s conduct in

relation to God’s people), he succeeds in destroying unbelievers, both physically (see 1 John 3:12; cf. John

8:44) and spiritually.

Godless Angels

Being the god of the godless (2 Corinthians 4:4), the devil is the god of the godless angels (see Matthew

9:34, 12:24//Mark 3:22//Luke 11:15, Matthew 25:41, Ephesians 2:2, Revelation 12:7, and 9), directing the

deeds of the demons.

The Deeds of Demons
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The activity of demons, or evil angels, can be categorized in relation to various

individuals and groups, whether among the godless or among the godly.

In Relation to the Godless

In Relation to Satan

Since demons are under the direction of the devil, being his angels (Matthew 25:41, Revelation 12:7, and

9; cf. Matthew 9:34, 12:24//Mark 3:22//Luke 11:15, and Ephesians 2:2), their deeds would be derivations

of the devil’s deeds. Much, if not most, of what the devil does (see above under “The Conduct of the

Devil”) his demons do.  In relation to Satan, demons further his efforts.

In Relation to Society

In Daniel 10, there are angels that appear to be assigned to various areas on earth. One such elect angel is

Michael, assigned to Israel (Daniel 10:21; cf. Daniel 12:1). Several such evil angels are “the prince of the

kingdom of Persia” (Daniel 10:13)/”the kings of Persia” (Daniel 10:13)/”the prince of Persia” (Daniel

10:20) and “the prince of Greece” (Daniel 10:20). It may be that these angelic princes favorably (if an

elect angel) or unfavorably (if an evil angel) influence the earthly princes, or political leaders, of these

places. An end times example of the second may be found in Revelation 16:13-14 and 16. In relation to

society, demons unfavorably influence it.

In Relation to Sinners

In relation to sinners, demons further falsehood and afflict.

Further Falsehood

One way that demons further falsehood is by false doctrine. An interesting instance of this phenomenon

is found in 1 Kings 22:20-23//2 Chronicles 18:18-22. First Timothy 4:1 speaks of “deceitful spirits and

teachings of demons,” suggesting that behind every false teaching of every false teacher is a false spirit

(see 2 Corinthians 11:13-15, 1 Timothy 4:1-3, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3, and 1 John 4:1-6). Such demonic

doctrine can even be described as “deep” (Revelation 2:24).

Another way that demons further falsehood is by false devotion. False religion is demonic in its derivation

(see Leviticus 17:7, Deuteronomy 32:16-17, Psalm 106:35-38, 1 Corinthians 10:20, and Revelation 9:20).

Such false religions as Islam and Mormonism got their start by alleged angelic revelations.
17

Just because

someone is sincerely religious does not mean that his or her religion is right, as there are many such

religionists who are sincerely wrong.

17Muslims believe that their holy book, the Koran is the result of a series of revelations to their
primary prophet, Muhammad from their alleged god, Allah through the angel, Gabriel.
Mormons believe that their most holy book, the Book of Mormon is the result of a revelation to
their founder, Joseph Smith by an alleged angel named Moroni, which told Smith of the location
of a gold-plated book that Smith translated and which became the basis for the Book of Mormon.
Based on the falsehood perpetrated and perpetuated by these two false religions, it can be
concluded that the angels in question were not elect ones, but rather evil ones (see Galatians 1:8).
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Yet another way that demons further falsehood is by false deeds. Mention has already been made of how

Satan will activate the Antichrist’s miraculous acts during the Tribulation (see 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10).

His demons will do the same (see Revelation 16:14). For other instances of such false deeds, see the

Egyptian magicians in relation to the first two of the ten Egyptian plagues in Exodus 7:22 and 8:7;

Matthew 7:22; Matthew 24:24//Mark 13:22; and the false deeds of the end times Antichrist and False

Prophet in Revelation 13:3, 13-15, and 19:20.

Afflict

During the first century A.D., as seen in the Gospels and the book of Acts, demons afflicted unbelievers by

possessing some of them.
18

Such affliction (what the ESV sometimes describes as oppression–see Matthew 4:24, 8:16//Mark 1:32,

Matthew 9:32, 12:22, 15:22, John 10:21, and Acts 10:38) included physical harm (Mark 5:5); physical

handicap (muteness in Matthew 9:32, 12:22//Luke 11:14, and Mark 9:17 and 25; blindness in Matthew

12:22; and deafness in Mark 9:25); physical health (seizures in Matthew 17:15//Mark 9:18 and 20, Mark

1:26//Luke 4:35, and Luke 9:39 and 42; and being crippled in Luke 13:11); and psychological harm

(nakedness in Luke 8:27).

18Demon possession has been defined as: “the direct control by demon(s) of an individual by
residing in him” (Ryrie, p. 165); “a condition in which one or more evil spirits or demons inhabit
the body of a human being and can take complete control of their victim at will” (Merrill Unger,
quoted in C. Fred Dickason, Angels: Elect and Evil, p. 182); and to be “completely controlled,
victimized and indwelt by one or more demons” (McCune, A Systematic Theology, 1:391). Alex
Konya (Demons: A Biblically Based Perspective, pp. 112-113) identifies the 3 main symptoms of
demonic possession as: 1) symptoms of physical malady (often extreme); 2) the distinct presence
of another personality–displayed by speaking in another voice in an intelligent and coherent way;
and 3) clairvoyance, meaning supernatural knowledge, particularly in spiritual matters.
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Is Demon Possession Happening Today?

Though Grudem (p. 420) says that “there is no reason to think that there is any less demonic activity in

the world today than there was at the time of the New Testament,” Alex Konya (in his Demons: A

Biblically Based Perspective) makes a compelling case that demon possession is not necessarily

happening today.

For one, he points out that the casting out of demons was a sign of the Kingdom
19

(Matthew 10:7-8 and

12:28), suggesting: “This violent struggle between Satan’s kingdom and the kingdom of God thus offers

a possible explanation for the extraordinary number of demonized persons found during the time of

Jesus’ ministry, and consequently, the great emphasis upon demonic expulsions performed by Jesus

and His representatives in this period” (p. 45) and “It is truly remarkable that the Bible has no clear

records of demonized people in the Old Testament period, and after Calvary the phenomenon again

begins to fade until one finds virtually no discussion of demon possession or how to cast out demons in

the Epistles. The coming of the King, with Satan’s vicious opposition to Him and His kingdom, may

explain these facts” (p. 46). Since the Kingdom is currently in abeyance/on hold, a case perhaps may be

made that so also is demonic possession.

Second, the ability to cast out demons may be considered a miraculous sign gift (perhaps part of the gift

of healing, as seen by Matthew 4:24, 10:1, 12:22, 15:22 and 28, Luke 6:18, 7:21, 8:2, 9:42, Acts 5:16, and

10:38), performed only by Christ; by those directly commissioned by Christ (Matthew 10:1//Mark 3:15;

Matthew 10:8//Mark 6:7//Luke 9:1; Mark 6:13 and 9:38; Luke 10:17; Acts 5:16, 16:18, and 19:11-12
20

);

and by those indirectly commissioned by Christ/those directly ministered to by an apostle (for example,

Philip, Acts 6:5-6 and 8:6-7) in order to authenticate the revelation they were giving (Acts 2:22, 14:3, 2

Corinthians 12:12, Hebrews 2:3-4; cf. 1 Kings 17:24). Since the canon of Scripture is closed and the

apostles are deceased, a case can be made that the miraculous ability to cast out demons has ceased and

perhaps, with it, the phenomenon of demonic possession.

In Relation to the Godly

In Relation to Good Angels

In relation to elect angels, evil angels, or demons, fight against them, having done so in the past (see

Daniel 10:13 and 20-21), presumably continuing to do so in the present, and will do so in the future (see

Revelation 12:7f).

20Alex Konya (Demons: A Biblically Based Perspective, p. 59) describes this as “demonized
people … were coming into contact with some pieces of material that Paul had used as sweat
rags and aprons while engaged in his trade of leather working.”

19“The ability of Jesus and his followers to exercise authority over demons is established as an
eschatological sign of the kingdom’s inbreaking presence” (S. E. McClelland, “Demon, Demon
Possession,” in the Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, p. 307). Merrill Unger (“Satan,” in the
Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, p. 973) similarly has said: “The full glow of light
manifested in the earthly life of him who was ‘the light of the world’ (John 8:12) exposed the
darkness of the powers of evil. This is the explanation of the unprecedented outburst of
demonism that is described in the Gospel narratives.”
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In Relation to God’s People

In relation to God’s people, demons fight against them, influence them, and afflict them.

Fight

That demons fight against God’s people is seen by the words of:

Ephesians 6:12 (cf. 2 Corinthians 10:3-4)

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the

cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

The “rulers,” “authorities,” “cosmic powers,” and “spiritual forces of evil” referred to in this verse are evil

angels, or demons (cf. Romans 8:38’s “rulers
21

” and “powers”; 1 Corinthians 15:24’s “rule,” “authority,”

and “power”; Ephesians 1:21’s “rule,” “authority,” “power,” and “dominion”; Colossians 2:10’s “rule” and

“authority”; Colossians 2:15’s “rulers” and “authorities”; and 1 Peter 3:22’s “authorities” and “powers”).

The word, “wrestle” signifies not an athletic competition, but a military conflict, being descriptive of

hand-to-hand combat, of a life-and-death struggle on a battlefield.

Influence

That demons can exert some degree of influence over God’s people, if allowed to, is seen by the words of:

Ephesians 4:26-27

Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the devil.

When a believer becomes sinfully angry (verse 26a), and does not biblically deal with it in a timely manner

(verse 26b), he or she gives the devil (and his demons) an opportunity (verse 27) to use such festering

anger to foster greater danger (such as division in a church, the divorce of a spouse, or the death of oneself

and/or others), but only if allowed to do so by the believer by his sin of sinful anger (“do not let,” verse

26), or any sin a believer commits.

Afflict

That demons can afflict believers is seen by the words of Paul in:

2 Corinthians 12:7

So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn

was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited.

Whatever Paul’s “thorn … in the flesh” may have been, whether a physical
22

and/or emotional and/or

spiritual affliction, it was something that the devil, through one of his demons, used to harass Paul, with

such affliction always being only with God’s permission (cf. the devil’s oppression of Job in Job 1:12f and

2:6f), as seen by the good goal of it, to keep Paul from being conceited.

22That it was the physical affliction of an eye problem of some kind could possibly be inferred
from Paul’s words in Galatians 4:13-15 and 6:11.

21The NIV translates this word as “demons.”

306



What Does Scripture Say?: A Study of Systematic Theology Pastor Scott Estell

While demons can afflict God’s people by attacks from without, they cannot do so by attacks from within

by means of demonic possession.
23

That believers cannot be demon possessed may be seen by:

● the fact that the believer is indwelt by God the Holy Spirit (John 14:17, Romans 8:9b, 1

Corinthians 6:19a, 2 Timothy 1:14a, and James 4:5b in the NASB; cf. 1 Corinthians 3:16), meaning

that there is “no vacancy” for a demon, as the Holy Spirit has already taken up residence within

the believer

● the fact that there is no harmony between God and Satan (“What accord has Christ with Belial
24

?,”

2 Corinthians 6:15a), suggesting that both could not possibly co-exist within a person

● the fact that “He who is in you [God the Holy Spirit in the believer] is greater than he who is in the

world [Satan]” (1 John 4:4b), suggesting that once God the Holy Spirit takes up residence within

the believer, Satan is not capable of doing so

● the fact that Satan, as strong as he may be, is certainly not strong enough to enter the house that

is the believer’s spirit, bind the One already residing there, One who is omnipotently strong, and

replace Him as resident (Matthew 12:29//Mark 3:27)

● the fact that Satan cannot “touch,” or spiritually harm, the believer (1 John 5:18), certainly

seeming to rule out the severe spiritual harm of demonic possession

Part 9: The Condemnation of Evil Angels

The Condemnation of the Devil

In a previous part of this study of Angelology (Part 6: The Corruption of Angels), it was

shown how the devil became the devil by his fall into sin, as reflected in Isaiah 14 and

Ezekiel 28. The moment the devil became corrupted by sin, he became irreversibly

condemned by it (see Isaiah 14:15 and John 16:11), spiritually being placed on “death

row,” with the ultimate execution of his sentence awaiting the eschaton/end times.

24“Belial” is another name for Satan.

23There are some who believe that believers can be demon possessed. One who does is C. Fred
Dickason, who bases his argument on experience, rather than Scripture (see pages 188-192 of his
Angels: Elect and Evil). Better is the approach of Alex Konya, as seen by the title of his book,
Demons: A Biblically-Based Perspective. Konya concludes that believers cannot be demon
possessed.
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The immediate consequence was his eviction from the third heaven
25

/the abode of God

(see Isaiah 14:12; cf. Ezekiel 28:16 and Luke 10:18), with his abode then becoming the

first and second heavens (see Ephesians 2:2’s “the air”), although he was, and

presumably still is, allowed some measure of access to the third heaven (see Job 1:6f and

2:1f) and to the earth (see Job 1:7, 2:2, and 1 Peter 5:8).

During the 7-year Tribulation, he and the evil angels/demons will be defeated by

Michael and the elect angels, with the result being the devil and his demons being cast

from the first and second heavens to the earth (see Revelation 12:7-12).

At the end of the Tribulation, and as a result of the defeat of the Antichrist and his army

at the Battle of Armageddon (Revelation 19:20), the devil will be cast into the

bottomless pit/abyss for the duration of the 1,000-year Millennium (Revelation

20:1-3a).

At the end of the Millennium, the devil will be released from the bottomless pit/abyss

and allowed to lead one last rebellion against God (Revelation 20:3b and 7-9a). His

defeat will result in his consignment to and eternal confinement in the lake of fire

(Revelation 20:9b-10; cf. Matthew 25:41).

The Condemnation of Demons

When the devil was evicted from the third heaven, presumably so also were the angels

who fell with him/the demons (see Revelation 12:4), with the abode of some of them

also becoming the first and second heavens (see Ephesians 3:10’s and 6:12’s “heavenly

places”), while the abode of the rest instead becoming Tartarus, where they remain

confined until the end times/eschaton (2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6).
26

There also appears to

be a group of locust-like demons currently confined in the bottomless pit/abyss that will

be released during the Tribulation, in conjunction with the sounding of the fifth trumpet

judgment, to inflict the unbelieving (see Revelation 9:1-11).

During the Tribulation, the demons who are not confined will be cast, along with the

devil, from the first and second heavens to the earth (Revelation 12:9b).

26Some make the case that the sin of the angels spoken of in 2 Peter 2:4 (and intimated in Jude
6), rather than being the following of Satan in his fall, was physical relations with human women
in Genesis 6:1f. On another note, Grudem (pp. 412-413) and Erickson (p. 447) make the case
that the demons spoken of in 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6 were not and are not actually confined.

25That there are three heavens may be inferred from Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 12:2, the first
heaven being the atmospheric heaven, the second being the astral heaven,and the third being the
abode of God, with the first two being created by God during the creation week (see Genesis 1:1,
8, 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 30, 2:1, and 4).
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It is to be presumed that the demons who are not confined will be confined with the

devil in the pit/abyss during the Millennium, as well as temporarily released with him at

the end of the Millennium to participate in his final rebellion.

It is also to be presumed that these same demons, along with the ones previously

confined (see 2 Peter 2:4’s “until the judgment” and Jude 6’s “until the judgment of the

great day”), will be, along with the devil, consigned and eternally confined to the lake of

fire (see Matthew 25:41; cf. Matthew 8:29 and Luke 8:31). This may be the occasion

when believers will “judge angels” (1 Corinthians 6:3).

Part 10: Combating Evil Angels

As has been mentioned previously in this study of Angelology, believers have as their

spiritual adversaries the devil (see 1 Timothy 5:14 and 1 Peter 5:8) and his demons (see

Ephesians 6:12). We are in a spiritual war (2 Corinthians 10:3-4). The foe must be

fought (1 Timothy 6:12 and 2 Timothy 4:7). While ultimate victory in this war is assured

(Romans 16:20a), it is not automatic. What are the weapons we can wield in order to

win?  A biblical battle plan for combating bad angels includes:

Respect, Rather Than Rebuke

Because angels are superhuman in strength (see above under Part 4: The Capabilities of

Angels), we ought to have a healthy respect for the harm and havoc evil angels can

wreak. Such a respect seems to preclude rebuke.
27

For example, when Michael, the

archangel was disputing with the devil over the body of Moses (Jude 9), he displayed a

27Grudem (pp. 427ff) seeks to make a case for Christians rebuking and exorcising demons,
stating: “... [O]ur heavenly Father encourages us to enter directly into conflict with demonic
forces in the name of Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit” (p. 429). Konya (p. 113),
however, reminds: “[The church at Ephesus] was a church situated in a town that was famous as
a center for both the occult and idolatry. The Ephesian temple dedicated to the cult of Artemis
(Acts 19:23-41) was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, and the occultic scripts
produced there were famous. Paul’s greatest acts of casting out demons took place there (Acts
19:11-12). Yet when he wrote to the Ephesian believers in detail concerning how to achieve
victory over Satan and demonic forces [see Ephesians 6:10f], he gave no instructions whatsoever
concerning exorcism. Astonishingly, he never even mentioned it!” Consider also the fact that
when Paul was harassed by a messenger of Satan through his “thorn in the flesh,” he responded
by requesting that God would remove it, rather than by rebuking the demon (2 Corinthians
12:7-8).
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deferential respect, deferring to God to do the rebuking that was required (cf. Zechariah

3:1f, where it is the LORD doing the rebuking of Satan in verse 2).

Remain Ready

Because the devil is perpetually on the prowl (1 Peter 5:8b), the believer has to be

perpetually prepared for his attacks (1 Peter 5:8a; cf. Ephesians 6:18’s “keep alert”).

Never let your spiritual guard down.

Resist

Rather than going on the offensive against the devil and his demons, believers are

encouraged to maintain a defensive posture, as the devil is presented in Scripture as the

one going on the offensive
28

(see, for example, 1 Peter 5:8; cf. Ephesians 6:16’s “flaming

darts of the evil one”). Such resistance against Satanic attack is called for in Ephesians

6:11, 13, 14, James 4:7, and 1 Peter 5:9. The armor/armament that helps us push back

against Satanic attack mentioned in Ephesians 6:11f, which is primarily, if not

exclusively, defensive in nature, includes such weapons as the Word of God (Ephesians

6:17b; cf. Matthew 4:1f//Luke 4:1f and 1 John 2:14b). If we resist, the devil will run

(James 4:7; cf. Matthew 4:11//Luke 4:13).

Request

In the Model Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13), Christ taught Christians to pray, among other

things, for deliverance from the evil one (Matthew 6:13). Christ prayed this in general

for Christians in John 17:15 and prayed it in particular for Peter in Luke 22:31-32a,

preventing Peter from apostatizing. The crowning piece in the panoply of the Christian

soldier appears to be prayer (see the participle, translated “praying,” in Ephesians 6:18).

Reconnaissance

In 2 Corinthians 2:11, the apostle Paul speaks of not being outwitted by Satan due to not

being “ignorant of his designs.” Satan indeed has many “schemes” (Ephesians 6:11).

Such designs and schemes include fostering unforgiveness among believers (see 2

Corinthians 2:11 in its context) and stoking sinful anger so that it is not dealt with in a

timely manner (see Ephesians 4:26-27). The more a soldier knows about his adversary,

the better equipped he will be to defend himself against him and to defeat him. See

28“Never in Scripture is the believer exhorted to seek out or attack the Devil or his demons. On
the contrary, the Devil seeks to attack the believer” (Konya, p. 103).
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previous parts of this study for such information, particularly the parts pertaining to the

conduct of the devil and demons in relation to Christians.

Remember and Rest in Your Redemption

When someone is saved, he or she is redeemed, or set free/released from the penalty of

sin/Hell and will one day be set free/released from the presence of sin/Heaven. In

between, he or she is being set free/released from the power of sin/holiness. The

redeemed are no longer under the dominion of Satan (Acts 26:18 and Colossians 1:13)

because of the death of God’s Son (see Genesis 3:15 in the NIV, John 12:31-33,

Colossians 2:15 in the NIV, Hebrews 2:14-15, 1 John 3:8, and Revelation 12:11’s “by the

blood of the Lamb”). The believer’s bondage to the devil (2 Timothy 2:26) has been

broken. The devil’s capability to conquer the Christian was crushed by Christ and His

cross (again, see Genesis 3:15 in the NIV). Not only must the redeemed remember this

reality, but also by faith rest in it (see Revelation 12:11’s “and by the word of their

testimony”).
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